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WHAT WILL BE DISCUSSED

 Families will be introduced to the 

college application process.

 Families will understand the 

expectations of students in senior year.



NYS DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

Subject Min. Number of Credits

English 4

Social Studies 4

Science 3

Mathematics 3

Language other than English 1

Art 1

Physical Education 2

Health 0.5

Electives 3.5

TOTAL 22



GRADUATING FROM SAUNDERS HS

 Students MUST: 

1. COMPLETE all program courses for 

their assigned magnet

2. COMPLETE a Senior exit project

3. TAKE And PASS an NYS approved 

Industry exam.



SENIOR GRADES

Commit yourself to making 

senior year your best 

academic year.

Have good attendance

No disciplinary issues

Work on your Senior Exit 

Project





HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT REVIEW

One-on-One Transcript Review

In Person or Virtual via TEAMS

Sept-Nov 2020

Email Mr. Petrino or Ms. Talone for 

Unofficial Transcript





WHAT MATTERS TO YOU?

Parents:  What things are important to you when you think about your child 

going to college?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Students:  What is most important to you when you research colleges?

– Location - Affordability/Cost

– Size - Housing

– Majors and Programs      - Campus Life

– Support Services



DO YOUR RESEARCH!

● Use Naviance to research & find best 

fit schools (all students have an 

account - login using CLEVER)

● Virtual college visits (every college 

has opportunities - check website)

● No more than 10-12 colleges



GREAT RESOURCE FOR COLLEGE RESEARCH

Click Here for 

Ms. Talones

Guidance Webpage

https://www.yonkerspublicschools.org/Page/35585


REACH

TARGET &

SAFETY

SCHOOLS





COLLEGE APPLICATION DEADLINES

● Let us know if you are 

applying early to any 

program

● All students should submit 

applications at least 10 

school days prior to the 

application deadline. 



COLLEGE APPLICATION CHECKLIST & 

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM

STEP BY STEP

 Go to the Saunders Website

 Hover over REMOTE 

LEARNING

 Select CLASS OF 2021 PAGE

 SELECT College Application 

Checklist & Transcript Request 

Form

 Fill out one form for EVERY 

Application





OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMS
academic support and retention programs for qualifying low-income students in NY State



ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR AN OPPORTUNITY 

PROGRAM? 

PLEASE NOTE:This 

chart should also be used 

in determining if you qualify 

for fee waivers. 

Not knowing this info can 

delay your college 

applications.  COLLEGES 

WILL VERIFY



APPLYING TO COLLEGE: WHAT YOU’LL NEED



● College Essay 

○ All colleges require & needs to be complete in order to submit

○ Maximum 650 words

○ Topics https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts

● Letters of Recommendation
○ 2 CORE Teachers 
○ 1 School Counselor (check with college)
○ Request in advance - teachers may require resume/brag sheet

APPLYING TO COLLEGE: WHAT YOU’LL NEED

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts


SAT & ACT EXAMS

SUNY CUNY Private

Test Optional

you don’t have to 

submit scores to apply

Test Blind

they won’t even look at 

your scores if you 

submit them

Many are now

Test Optional

Please check the testing policy of the college(s) that you would like to apply 

to www.fairtest.org 

http://www.fairtest.org/


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14, 2020

•COVID Protocols will be in place

•Arrival Times and Entry Locations: TBA

• SAT Prep: best site is Khan Academy



APPLYING 

TO 

COLLEGE



APPLYING TO COLLEGE

Common 

Application 

CUNY Application WCC Application

SUNY and 

Private Schools

CUNY 

Schools

Westchester 

Community College

www.commonapp.org www.cuny.edu/apply www.sunywcc.edu

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.cuny.edu/apply
http://www.sunywcc.edu/


UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS

• You will not be eligible for federal or state financial aid BUT…
• Many selective colleges will meet full financial need for high 

achieving undocumented students
• CUNYs have scholarships and affordable tuition
• SUNYs provide in-state tuition
• Financial Aid offices are not sharing your info





STEP 1: 

CREATE

YOUR

FSA IDS

Note: Create 2 FSA IDs!!! 

One for student

One for parent 

https://fsaid.ed.gov

https://fsaid.ed.gov/


STEP 2: 

GATHER 

YOUR

INFORMATION 

AND

SUBMIT ONLINE





STEP 3: 
PROCESSING…

THE 
WAITING

GAME

Need Help?

Click Here

https://collegegoal.ny.gov/completing-the-fafsa


TAP: NEW YORK STATE TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

 The New York State Tuition Assistance 

Program (TAP) helps eligible New York 

residents pay tuition at approved schools 

in New York State.

 Because TAP is a grant, it does not have 

to be paid back.

 Need Help? Click Here

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/partner-access/financial-aid-professionals/how-to-fill-out-the-tap-application-2020-21.html




FOLLOWING UP ON THE FASFA

 FAFSA follow-up is available at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. This site provides resources for managing your 
FAFSA, including allowing you to:

1. Add or delete a school code

2. Check the status of a submitted FAFSA or print signature page which is available one week after 
submission if you used your FSA ID to sign your application, and two to three weeks after submission if 
you printed, signed and mailed a signature page.

3. View and print your Student Aid Report (SAR)

4. Make corrections to a processed FAFSA

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


FOLLOWING UP ON THE FASFA

Apply for Aid Each Year You’re in College

 Remember, you need to complete the FAFSA not just once, but every year you plan to attend 
school. If you filled out a FAFSA the year before, you can probably use the shorter Renewal 
FAFSA and TAP application.

Beware!

 Watch out for organizations that charge a fee to submit your application. You can fill it out for 
free.

 Be wary of organizations that charge a fee to find you money for school. Some are legitimate 
and some are scams.

 Generally, any help that you pay for can be received free from your college financial aid office 
and HESC.



 Complete College Essay

 Prepare for SAT on October 14, 2020

 Request recommendation letters

 Know your deadlines and application requirements

 Virtual College Visits

 Prepare for Financial Aid - October 1st, 2020

 Always check emails (all inboxes: SPAM/Junk)

 Check Ms. Talone’s Remind messages
36

STUDENT TO-DO LIST




